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Description of male of Syndicus sinensis Jałoszyński 
(Coleoptera: Scydmaenidae) 
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 abstract. Syndicus (Semisyndicus) sinensis Jałoszyński (Coleoptera, Scydmaenidae) 
has been described on the basis of a remarkable single female found in Yunnan, China. A series 
of conspecific females and males has been recently collected in the adjacent province of Sichuan. 
Based on these specimens, the missing description of the male of this species is provided and 
new distributional records are given. The habitus of male and the aedeagus are illustrated.
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InTrODuCTIOn

 Only one out of eight known species of Syndicus (Semisyndicus) occurs in 
China. Syndicus sinensis Jałoszyński was described on the basis of a single female 
collected in Yunnan (Jałoszyński 2004), and so far the holotype was the only known 
specimen of this interesting species. Distinct morphology and unique spermatheca can 
be used to identify S. sinensis, as presented in the original description (op. cit.). new 
materials collected in Sichuan by German colleagues Andreas Pütz and Michael schülke 
were kindly sent to me for examination. Among other Scydmaenidae two males and 
four females of S. sinensis were found. General appearance and details of morphology 
leave no doubts as to a conspecificity of specimens representing both sexes collected 
together on the same spot. Determination of females was confirmed by direct compa-
rison to the holotype. The studied material will be deposited in private collections of 
Andreas Pütz, Eisenhüttenstadt, Germany (CAP), Michael schülke, Berlin, Germany 
(PCMS), and the author, Poznań, Poland (PCPJ).
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Syndicus (Semisyndicus) sinensis Jałoszyński 
 (Figs. 1-3)

Syndicus (Semisyndicus) sinensis Jałoszyński, 2004: 100, figs. 43F, 46F, 47C.

DescriPtion of male 
Body (Fig. 1) slender, slightly flattened, uniformly dark brown, covered with 

brown vestiture. Body length: 3.02-3.05 mm. Head slightly wider than long, widest 
at relatively small eyes, length: 0.57 mm, width: 0.62-0.65 mm. Tempora longer than 
length of eye, rounded; vertex relatively long, convex, with very small, hardly noticeable 
median tubercle adjacent to posterior margin; frons concave; supraantennal tubercles 
well marked, distinctly demarcated from frons but indistinctly from vertex. Puncta-
tion of frons and vertex composed of fine but sharply marked punctures distributed 
sparsely and slightly unevenly; setation relatively short, composed of thin, suberect 
setae. Antennae relatively short, length: 1.20-1.22 mm, distinctly thickened toward 
apices, antennomeres I-V each longer than wide, VI minimally longer than wide, VII-
X strongly transverse, XI elongate.

Pronotum relatively slender and elongate, widest near anterior 1/4-1/3, length: 0.82 
mm, maximum width: 0.72-0.75 mm, width at base: 0.57-0.60 mm. Anterior and lateral 
margins rounded together; lateral constriction very distinct, located in posterior third; 
lateral groove missing; posterior collar relatively long; four dorsal basal pits moderately 

1. Syndicus sinensis Jałoszyński; male habitus; actual length 3.05 mm
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large, from nearly circular to slightly rectangular in shape, external pits variable, nearly 
as large as internal pair or distinctly smaller; additional pit near each hind angle very 
small; area between internal pair of basal pits raised and forming indistinctly delimited 
median longitudinal carina; base of pronotum nearly regularly rounded or minimally 
(barely noticeably) biemarginate. Punctation on discal part much more distinct than 
that on head, composed of much larger, unevenly distributed and moderately dense 
punctures of various diameters, largest punctures are located in central part of disc, 
posterior collar behind basal pits bears sparser and smaller punctures. Setation distinctly 
denser than that on head, relatively short, suberect.

Elytra long, oval, widest anterior to middle, length: 1.62-1.65 mm, width: 1.07-
1.10 mm, elytral index (length / combined width): 1.50-1.51. Humeri well marked, 
delimited from adsutural area by broad and deep impression; very narrow adsutural 
area near base distinctly raised; median circumsutural area on elytra slightly impressed 
near anterior third. Punctation distinct, composed of smaller punctures than those on 
pronotum, punctures are moderately dense and evenly distributed, largest on median 
impression and reducing in diameters and depth toward lateral and posterior margins; 
setation slightly lighter in color than that on pronotum, moderately dense, setae rela-
tively short, slightly suberect.

Aedeagus (Figs. 2, 3) 0.70 mm in length, elongate; parameres slender with apices 
distinctly exceeding rounded apex of median lobe, each paramere in lateral view has 
distinctly delimited, curved apex devoid of setae. Internal sac symmetrical, with darkly 
sclerotized and very large central complex composed of paired elongate sclerites.

2-3. Aedeagus of Syndicus sinensis Jałoszyński in dorsal (2) and lateral (3) views (scale bar: 0.2 mm)
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material stuDieD

2 ♂♂, 2 ♀♀, China, W Sichuan, Ya’an Pref., Shimian Co., Xiaoxiang ling, side 
valley ad nanya Cun near Caluo, 11 km south of Shimian, 1250 m, 7. VII. 1999, leg. 
A. Pütz (CAP, PCPJ); 1 ♀, same data except for leg. M. schülke (PCMS).

Distribution

China; provinces Yunnan and Sichuan.

remarks

Males are very similar to females, but they differ distinctly in having larger body 
(the smaller of the two studied males is 3.02 mm in length, whereas the largest female 
measures 2.92 mm) and larger elytral index (1.50-1.51 vs. 1.46-1.48 in females).
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