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Cephennodes ReitteR from Mindanao 
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abstract. The genus Cephennodes ReitteR (Staphylinidae, Scydmaeninae, Cephenniini) 
is reported for the first time to occur on Mindanao, Philippines. Cephennodes (s. str.)  
bagongsilangensis n. sp. and C. (s. str.) bataanus n. sp. are described and illustrated. Remarks 
on blattný’s taxa described from Luzon are given.
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INTRODUCTION

Two species of Cephennodes ReitteR have been known to occur in the Philippines: 
C. luzonicus Blattný, 1929 and C. bakeri Blattný 1929. Both of them have been descri-
bed from Luzon. According to the original description, the holotypes have been deposited 
in the United National Museum, Washington (i.e., the Smithsonian Institution), and the 
cotypes in the National Museum in Prague (Blattný 1929). Unfortunately, curators 
in these institutions were not able to locate these materials (emails to the author from 
Dr. Gary Hevel, 2 XII 2008; and from Dr. Jiři HaJek, 15 VIII 2008). The types might 
have been lost, but a case of misplacement or mislabeling cannot be entirely excluded. 
Simplified habitus illustrations and descriptions given by Blattný for his two species 
show rather generalized morphology, typical for a large number of currently known 
species of Cephennodes, without any remarkable, easily distinguishable characters. 
Therefore, C. luzonicus and C. bakeri cannot be identified. To avoid creating new 
synonyms, in the current series of papers treating the Cephenniini of the Philippines 
only conspicuous and easily identifiable new species of Cephennodes will be dealt 
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with. Two such species from Mindanao are described below. Their strongly elongate, 
large bodies and strikingly long antennae with uniquely developed antennomere XI 
are clearly different from those described and illustrated by Blattný.

Nomenclature and measurement conventions used below follow those of Jałoszyń-
ski (2007). The type material is deposited in the Staatliches Museum für Naturkunde, 
Stuttgart, Germany (SMNS).

TAXONOMy

Genus Cephennodes ReitteR

Cephennodes ReitteR, 1883: 420, type species: Cephennodes simonis ReitteR, 1883 (monotypy).

Subgenus Cephennodes s. str.

Chelonoidum strand, 1935: 285 (replacement name for Chelonoides croissandeau, 1894); synonymized 
by Jałoszyński (2007).

Chelonoides croissandeau, 1894: 418 (as subgenus of Cephennium; preoccupied, not Chelonoides HitcHcock, 
1858), type species: Cephennium turgidum ReitteR, 1877: 292 (monotypy).

Coatesia lea, 1915: 230; type species: Coatesia lata lea, 1915: 230 (monotypy); synonymized by Jało-
szyński (2008).

Species group bagongsilangensis

This new species group is established for two externally very similar species of 
Cephennodes s. str., sharing the following characters: body large, strongly elongate; 
antennae very long, with extremely long antennomere XI (longer than VIII-X together); 
carinate and strongly divergent subhumeral lines; and the aedeagus of the simonis-
type, with a short, approximately subrectangular apical part of the median lobe with 
concave apical margin and broadly subtriangular apical projection, in lateral view 
strongly curved dorsally.

Cephennodes (s. str.) bagongsilangensis n. sp.
(Figs. 1, 3, 5-7)

name derivation

The specific epithet is locotypical, derived from the type locality, the barangay (the 
smallest administrative division in the Philippines) Bagong Silang on Mindanao.

diagnosis

This species clearly differs from all congeners in having the antennomere XI slightly 
longer than three preceding antennomeres together.

descriPtion

Male. Body (Fig. 1) elongate and moderately convex, length 1.63 mm, pigmentation 
moderately dark brown, dorsum glossy; vestiture only slightly lighter than cuticle. 
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Head moderately large, length 0.23 mm, width 0.38 mm; vertex and frons confluent, 
weakly convex, vertex with pair of very small ocelli; supraantennal tubercles small 
but well marked; eyes very large and strongly convex, coarsely faceted. Punctures on 
frons and vertex moderately large, very distinct, deep and sharply marked, densely and 
nearly evenly distributed, separated by spaces slightly shorter than puncture diameters; 
supraantennal tubercles impunctate; setae sparse, short, suberect. Antennae as in Fig. 
3, 1.00 mm in length, with 5-segmented club longer than half length of antenna, and 
with very long and slightly curved antennomere XI, as long as VIII-X together.

1-2. Holotype males. 1 – Cephennodes bagongsilangensis n. sp.; 2 – C. bataanus n. sp. 
(scale bar: 0.5 mm)
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Pronotum subtrapezoidal, broadest at base; length 0.48 mm, width 0.65 mm; 
anterior margin relatively long and strongly rounded; lateral margins very indistinctly 
microserrate, strongly rounded in anterior third, nearly straight and parallel in posterior 
half up to shortly before hind angles, where sides are slightly but distinctly divergent 
posteriorly so that hind angles are sharp, acute and projected laterally and posteriorly; 
posterior margin shallowly biemarginate; lateral carinae extremely narrow and not 
separated from lateral margins; ante-basal pits moderately large, shallow and diffused, 
deepest place of each pit is nearly equally distant from lateral and posterior margin of 
pronotum. Punctures slightly larger and sparser than those on frons and vertex, deep and 
sharply marked, those on median part of disc separated by spaces approximately 1.5x 
puncture diameter, punctures are gradually smaller and shallower toward anterior and 
lateral margins of pronotum, narrow area along posterior margin remains impunctate; 
setae short, moderately dense, suberect.

elytra oval, elongate, broadest near anterior third; length 0.93 mm, width 0.73 mm, 
elytral index 1.28; humeral calli weakly marked; subhumeral lines as long as only 0.16x 
length of elytra, carinate, strongly divergent toward lateral margins of elytra; basal pit 
on each elytron relatively small and located in small, nearly circular basal impression; 
apices of elytra separately rounded. Punctures slightly sparser, smaller and shallower 
than those on median part of pronotal disc; setae slightly longer and more erect than 
those on pronotum. Hind wings not studied.

Legs long and slender, all tibiae straight or nearly straight.
Aedeagus (Figs. 5-7) length 0.23 mm, median lobe drop-shaped with apical part as in 

Fig. 7, parameres long and slender, each with three long apical and subapical setae.
Female. Unknown.

tyPe material

Holotype (male): two labels: “MINDANAO,30 km NW of \ MARAMAG,13-17 
MAy \ BAGONGSILANG, 1700m \ BOLM lg., 1996” [yellow, typed], “Cephen-
nodes (s. str.) \ bagongsilanganus m. \ HOLOTyPUS \ det. P. JAłOSzyńSKI ‘09” 
[red, printed] (SMNS). 

distribution. 
Philippines: Mindanao Is. (Bukidnon Prov.).

remarks

See remarks for C. bataanus.

Cephennodes (s. str.) bataanus n. sp.
(Figs. 2, 4, 8-10)

name derivation

Locotypical, after the type locality, the municipality New Bataan on Mindanao.
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diagnosis

This species differs from all congeners in having the antennomere XI slightly 
longer than four preceding antennomeres together.

descriPtion

Male. Very similar to C. bagongsilangensis, only differences are given here. Body 
(Fig. 2) larger, length 1.75 mm. Length of head 0.23 mm, width 0.40 mm; punctures on 

3-10. Cephennodes bagongsilangensis n. sp. (3, 5-7), and C. bataanus n. sp. (4, 8-10). 3, 4 – right antenna 
in dorsal view; 5, 6, 8, 9 – aedeagus in ventral (5, 8), and lateral (6, 9) views; 7, 10 –  apex of median lobe 

in ventral view (scale bars: 3, 4 – 0.25 mm; 5, 6, 8, 9 – 0.1 mm; 7, 10 – 0.025 mm)
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frons and vertex small and shallow but distinct, sharply marked, separated by spaces 1-2x 
as long as puncture diameters; antennae as in Fig. 4, 1.10 mm in length, with extremely 
long, distinctly curved antennomere XI, slightly longer than VII-X together.

Pronotum subtrapezoidal, broadest distinctly anterior to middle, length 0.50 mm, 
width 0.68 mm; anterior margin short and rounded; lateral margins strongly rounded 
in anterior half, slightly sinusoidal in posterior half, distinctly convergent toward sharp 
and acute posterior angles. Punctures much sparser and slightly shallower than those 
on frons and vertex, those on median part of pronotal disc separated by spaces 1.5-2x 
puncture diameter, punctures are gradually smaller but denser toward all margins of 
pronotum.

elytra broadest slightly anterior to middle; length 1.03 mm, width 0.78 mm, elytral 
index 1.32; subhumeral carinae as long as 0.20x length of elytra. Punctures as dense 
as those on median part of pronotal disc but slightly shallower and less distinct. Hind 
wings well developed, functional.

Aedeagus (Fig. 3, 4) length 0.25 mm, median lobe in ventral view drop-shaped with 
distinct expansion on left side, apical part as in Fig. 10, parameres long and slender, 
each with three long apical and subapical setae.

Female. Unknown.

tyPe material

Holotype (male): two labels: “MINDANAO, DAVAO Prov. \ 25km NW of NeW 
BATAAN \ 20.-22. MAy 1996 \ BOLM lgt., 1200 m” [yellow, typed], “Cephen-
nodes (s. str.) \ bataanus m. \ HOLOTyPUS \ det. P. JAłOSzyńSKI ‘09” [red, 
printed] (SMNS). 

distribution. 
Philippines: Mindanao Is. (Compostela Valley Prov, formerly a part of Davao del 

Norte).

remarks

This species is very similar to C. bagongsilangensis, but it can be distinguished 
by a larger body, the pronotum broadest not at base but anterior to middle, sparser 
and shallower punctures on the head, pronotum and especially on the elytra, and by 
much more elongate and slender antennomere XI, which is longer than four preceding 
antennomeres.

DISCUSSION

Since subgeneric diagnoses in Cephennodes are based on structures of the genitalia, 
the subgeneric placement of C. luzonicus and C. bakeri cannot be clarified. Illustra-
tions provided by Blattný (op. cit., Figs. 1 and 2) are accurate enough to confirm the 
genus, but the species will remain unidentifiable as long as the type material cannot be 
examined. Fortunately, Blattný was the only author of his times who provided detai-
led measurements of all major body parts of the Scydmaenidae he described. Various 
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proportions (e.g., pronotal and elytral index; length of pronotum to length of elytra, 
or width of pronotum to width of elytra) proved to be reliable diagnostic characters 
of similarly inconspicuous species of the Cephenniini. Therefore, any new species 
much larger or much smaller, or with different proportions of antennomeres, or with 
a clearly different body shape, can be distinguished from C. luzonicus and C. bakeri, 
even if these two species cannot be certainly identified. According to the original de-
scription, the body length (“longitudo corporis”) of C. luzonicus is 1.29 mm, and that 
of C. bakeri only 0.99 mm. Summing up separate values given by Blattný for the 
head (“capitis longitudo”), pronotum (“prothoracis longitudo”), and elytra (plus the 
pygidium; “elytrarum longitudo cum pygidio”) leads to slightly different results; 1.27 
mm for C. luzonicus, and 1.00 mm for C. bakeri. Therefore, the two new species from 
Mindanao described in the present paper are significantly larger (1.63 and 1.75 mm). 
Blattný measured also separately each antennomere. In C. luzonicus and C. bakeri, 
the terminal antennomere is shorter than IX-X together, while in the newly described 
taxa it is as long as VIII-X or even VII-X together. 
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